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Hundreds of churches celebrate the birth of Charles Darwin on “Evolution Weekend” Feb. 11-13.

While opinion polls show Americans evenly divided over Darwin’s theory of evolution, a number of religious scholars contend there is no real conflict between evolution and religion.

University of Alabama at Birmingham professor Michael Flannery advocates an alternative version of evolution by Alfred Russel Wallace. Wallace, regarded as the co-discoverer of natural selection, had a sharply different take on evolution than Darwin.

“Darwin insisted that evolution is an undirected process,which set up the toxic conflict between evolution and faith that we see today.” says Flannery, author of Alfred Russel Wallace: A Rediscovered Life. “Wallace, on the other hand, came to believe that evolution is purposeful and required intelligent design.” 

In his book, Flannery tells of how Wallace concluded that many features of living organisms could best be explained as the product of development guided by a “directive Mind.”

“Wallace showed that evolution could not do very much if it really was as undirected as Darwin thought,” says Flannery. “By highlighting the evidence of intelligent design in nature, Wallace showed how faith and evolution could be compatible.”

